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Review paper is devoted to the relativistic configuration space (RCS) concept, a version
of the relativistic Quantum Mechanics in RCS, the generalization of the Dirac—Infeld—Hall facto-
rization method in the framework of the noncommutative differential calculus natural for RCS,
different versions of the deformed oscillators, emerging as the generalization of the harmonic
oscillator for RCS.

In the formulation of the Newton—Wigner postulates for the relativistic localized states, the
hypothesis of commutativity of the position operator components is silently accepted as an evident
fact. In the present work, it is shown that commutativity is not necessary condition and the alternative
(noncommutative) approach to the relativistic position operator and localization concept can be realized
in the framework of the physically as well as mathematically comprehensive scheme.

The different generalizations of the Dirac—Infeld—Hall factorization method for this case are
constructed. This method enables us to find out all possible generalizations of the most impor-
tant nonrelativistic integrable case — the harmonic oscillator. It is also shown that the relativistic
oscillator = g-oscillator.

PACS: 11.30.Cp; 03.30.+p; 03.65.-w

INTRODUCTION

The concept of the relativistic configuration space is based on two premises:

1. The Newton—Wigner notion of the relativistic localized states. In the
original formulation, the condition of the commutativity of components of the
position operator is accepted without saying [1-3]. First premise is to admit the
noncommuting position operators without any change of the postulates of Newton
and Wigner.

2. Consideration of the closure of the algebra of noncommutative position
operators including all commutators which is the Lie algebra of the Lorentz group
SO(3,1). Transfer to the maximal commuting subalgebra of the corresponding
enveloping algebra, whose elements form the commutative relativistic configu-
ration representation. The «price» of all these modifications is the necessity to
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change the differential calculus, from the standard to the deformed (noncommu-
tative) one*.

Newton—Wigner Position Operator. In the formulation of the Newton—
Wigner postulates for the relativistic localized states, the hypothesis of commuta-
tivity of the position operator components is silently accepted as an evident fact.
In the present work, it is shown that commutativity is not necessary condition and
the alternative (noncommutative) approach to the relativistic position operator and
localization concept can be realized in the framework of the physically as well as
mathematically comprehensive scheme.

The concept of localization is one of the most important and most intriguing
problems in quantum theory. The idea of localizability plays principal role in
the physical interpretation of the theory. We cannot avoid this concept when
comparing the measurement results with the theory predictions and considering
the uncertainty relations. The localizability is necessary element in constructing
the initial and final states when describing the collision phenomena. In the case
of the two-body problem, the question of the localizability of the bound state
must be solved in a transparent way.

In the nonrelativistic case for the potentials V' (r) depending only on rela-
tive distance between interacting particles = |r|, the coordinates of the cen-
ter of mass R and r are separated. The Galilean invariance of the motion
of the system as a whole is respected, the free motion of the bound state (of
the system as the whole) is described by the irreducible unitary representation
of the Galilean group. From this point of view, it would be natural to call
the spherically symmetric potentials V' (r) the Galilean potentials. The internal
motion of the system is reduced to the motion of the effective particle with

TM2 G the field of potential. We can call the

the reduced mass p =
my + M2

two-body systems with the spherically symmetric potentials V' (r) the Galilean
elementary systems by evident analogy with the relativistic particle localization
concept of E. Wigner [1]. Let us remember also that nonrelativistic compound
quark models of hadrons (with spherically symmetric potentials) are very effi-
cient, and they describe the bound states which are the elementary systems. But
there are no doubts that these compound systems are actually relativistic and
it is necessary to find the comprehensive relativistic potential theory standing
behind.

We stress that keeping in mind the relativistic potential models we seek for
such relativistic analog of the relative coordinate r on which the interaction po-

*This review is based on the papers [4-9]. The reader can find the references to preceding
papers concerning the development of the «Snyder quantum space-time» which was the precursor of
the approach considered in this paper. The list includes the names of H. Snyder, W. Pauli, Chen Ning
Yang, I. E. Tamm, Yu. A. Gol’fand, V.G. Kadyshevsky and others.
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tential depends so that the total relativistic invariance is respected in analogy with
Galilean invariance of the nonrelativistic two-particle problem with the spherically
symmetric potentials V().

This discussion can be continued, but it is clear that old problem of finding
the relativistic position operator still deserves to search for its solution. The
basic ideas on this subject have been expressed by Newton and Wigner [1-3].
Their essential result is that for single particles a notion of the localizability and
a corresponding commuting observables are uniquely determined by relativistic
kinematics. On the other hand, no relativistic quantum theory of interaction
based on these ideas was constructed. In the present contribution, we shall con-
sider the possibility of introducing the concept of the noncommuting relativistic
position operators obeying all Newton—Wigner postulates, having the transpar-
ent physical interpretation and admitting very simple quantum dynamical inter-
pretation.

It must be stressed that the standard quantum—mechanical position operator
x = thVp is connected with the Euclidean structures in terms of which the
localization of a particle is considered. Let us quote here [1]: «Existence and
uniqueness of a notion of localizability for a physical system are properties which
depend only on the transformation law of the system under Euclidean group, i.e.,
the group of all space translations and rotations. The analysis of localizability
in the Lorentz and Galilei invariant cases is then just a matter of discussing
what representations of the Euclidean group can arise there». Both groups —
Galilean and Poincaré — contain the Euclidean group as their subgroup. But
maybe there are another realizations of the Euclidean group in the framework of
the representation theory which allow another definition of the position operator.
We show here that the answer is positive.

The fact that the manifold of the physically realizable states contains only so-
lutions with the positive energy has a number of consequences for the observables.
Consider the solutions of the Klein—Gordon equation ¢, 1:

o, Y E{(+) 1 pi'pu = ()2 = p* =m?c*, p’ >0}, e))
with the inner product
— __dpmc

(0, 9) = / 1% PP)(p),  dp =
(+)

)

The standard position operator

& = ihv, 3)
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is non-Hermitian in the metric (2):

(k0) = [ a2 ) in9, (o) =

(+)

= [0y | (09, - 2 ) eto)] vio). @

- p2 + m2c2
(+)

So the operator iAV, does not correspond to any observable and cannot be
interpreted as a physical operator. It follows also that the Klein—-Gordon wave
function cannot be considered as a probability amplitude to find the particle at
the point x at the moment of time x°.

The simplest way to obtain the position operator is to accept that the position

operator is the Hermitian part of X = ¢AV,:
1

nw = 5 [x+x'] =ihv, —

ih P

2 p2+m2c? ©)

Newton and Wigner derived this operator on the basis of a number of conditions
which localized states must satisfy (see [2], the papers [10, 12, 12] also might
be useful).

For the wave function of the localized state (at the moment z°) 1y (x) in the
configurational space, a number of conclusions can be derived from the Newton—
Wigner theory. We indicate two of them:

e The position operator components #k, commute

o The localized eigenfunction is not §(x —y) as in the nonrelativistic theory;
it is a function ¢y (x) smeared in the spatial region of the size of the Compton
wave length of the particle \g, because §(x —y) cannot be constructed from the
positive frequency solutions only:

5/4

by (%) = const () Koy <§0> Syl =t @)
K, (z) is the MacDonald function; \g is the Compton wave length of the particle.
Alternative to Newton—Wigner Approach. Actually we do not consider
an alternative. Rather we consider an independent perspective which is opened
thanks to denial of the commutativity requirement. The Newton—Wigner the-
ory uses essentially the momentum space. To determine the nonlocal operator

xNw (5) directly in the configurational space would be very difficult.
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But there is another circumstance essential for formulating the main idea of
the present paper. In [2], the wave functions localized at different points are
connected by translation:

X — X+ a, elk(xta) — gikx gika, (8)

The second relation has two mathematical meanings:

1) We consider, as in [2], the translations in the configurational space. Then
the plane waves (exponentials) are the matrix elements of the irreducible unitary
representations of the translation group numbered by the value of momentum k.
Fourier transformation is the expansion in matrix elements of the unitary irre-
ducible representations of the translation group of the configurational space.

2) We consider (in addition to [1,2]) the translations in the momentum
k-space. Then the same formula (8) describes the matrix element of the product
of two irreps numbered by x and a correspondingly by the vector (of the mo-
mentum space) k. The inverse Fourier transformation is the expansion in matrix
elements of the unitary irreducible representations of the translation group of the
momentum space.

Such a symmetry between transformation within the same representation and
the product of the representations is specific to the Euclidean translations. In the
nonrelativistic theory, the difference between 1 and 2 is formal and unimportant
because the geometries of the configurational and momentum spaces are isomor-
phic (mathematically) and Euclidean. Physical sense of the configurational and
momentum spaces is different of course. The translations of the momentum space
correspond to Galilean transformations:

x—x+Vt, x—x+V,
)

mx —mx+mV p—p+k, p=mx, k=mV.

The position operator (3) is the generator of translations of the momentum space.

Now we formulate the alternative to the Newton—Wigner concept. It is based
on the simple observations.

1. From (1), (2) we conclude that the geometry of the momentum space, i.e.,
the manifold of realizable states of the relativistic particle of the positive frequency
is the Lobachevsky space (1). We shall develop the one particle relativistic theory
accepting this as the triggering point. Then we must substitute:

2. Galilean group — Lorentz group,

3. Galilean boosts — Lorentz boosts

L . . p’
X:Zhvp — Xrel =ih 1+ va (10)

Thereby, we consider the components of X, of (10) as the candidates for
the relativistic position operators. But these are noncommuting operators. So
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proceeding along this geometrically natural way, first what we must do is to give
up with the commutativity of components of the position operator. We stress
that in [2], the commutativity requirement is tacitly contained in the list of basic
natural requirements.

First of all, we note immediately that operators (10) are Hermitian with
the norm (2). After lifting the commutativity condition we can say that the
new position operators are (the simplest) Hermitian operators in this metric.
Now in contrast with the commutative case, the components of the position
operator cannot be measured. But no limitations exist that the very concept of the
configurational space in the relativistic case can be modified as compared with
the nonrelativistic theory. The consequence of such a modification must be the
change of all the concept of the measuring the position, uncertainty relations, etc.

To make this statements more clear, let us return for a time being to the
nonrelativistic case. As coordinates commute, we can diagonalize simultaneously
all three components of it.

At the same time, many other operators of the universal enveloping algebra
of the Euclidean Lie algebra are also diagonal; for example, the Casimir operator
%2 which is invariant operator of the Euclidean group of the momentum space

[)A(Q] eipx — Ap eipx — X2 ez’px,
(11)
~1 _1PpX 1 _1pX
)

#'eP* = gle 0<z < oo, —0 < ' < 0.

Important is that the common eigenfunctions of these operators e’PX are the
kernels of the Fourier transform connecting the Euclidean momentum space of
the nonrelativistic quantum mechanics and corresponding configurational space.

In the relativistic case it is natural to consider as the momentum space,
adequate from the physical point of view, the space given by (1), i.e., the
Lobachevsky space of the physical solutions of the Klein—-Gordon equation. Inte-
gration over this space (with the Lorentz-invariant volume element df),) is given
by (2). If we wish to follow the concept presented in the previous paragraph,
we should consider the universal enveloping algebra of the Lorentz group, deter-
mine the maximal set of mutually commuting operators, determine their common
eigenfunctions (new plane waves) and spectrum. The Casimir operator of the
Lorentz group Lie algebra can be chosen in the form

2 2
=~ o~ o 12

m2c m2c
where M is the angular momentum operator. The nonrelativistic limit of (12) is
%% (see ()). Spectrum of r for the unitary representations of the Lorentz group
takes continuous and discrete values [21]. All these representations find the
applications in various models of relativistic interactions. We shall concentrate
on the so-called principal series for which 0 < r < oc.
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2

The eigenfunctions of 7 are the matrix elements of unitary irreducible rep-

resentations of the Lorentz group or their generating functions — kernels of
Gelfand—Graev transformations:
#(plr) = r*(p|r), (r[p) = (pIr)". (13)
They play the role of plane waves in the given relativistic formalism; explicitly
0 —1—irme/h
p - —pn
(r|p) = (7) , n?=1 (14)
me

The unit vector n gives the sense to the symbol r — by definition
r=rn. 5)

We shall call the space of vectors r the relativistic configurational space.
The partial expansion for the plane wave (14) is

o0
(rlp) = "i'(20 + 1) py(cosh x,7) Pi(n,, - ),
=0

(16)
p’ =coshy, p =sinh X1y, nf, =1,

where

P Tir4+1+1) __
pilcoshx ) = (1) /32— (MT —y Lprif2ireosh . ()

The expansion (16) is analogous to the nonrelativistic one

e’Pr = i (21 + 1)ji(pr) Pi(ny, - m), (18)
=0

where j;(pr) = ZL Ji41/2 are the spherical Bessel functions. In the nonrela-
\/ pr
tivistic limit
pi(cosh x,r) — ji(pr). (19)

The orthogonality and completeness conditions for the relativistic plane
waves are

—ig/@mwmwa%=6@—wx

@)
| . 20)
o7 | (ol Glp s = 5(p(-)p) = L 5o~ )
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The relativistic configurational space is an example of the quantum 3-dimen-
sional Euclidean space. The quantum nature of the r-space is predefined by the
fact that the Lie algebra of its isometry group is realized in the framework of
noncommutative differential calculus. The momentum operators (generators of
translations) are

.0 i .0 Ny .0
0 v v v\ K v
Hy =p° = cosh <z 87“) + - sinh <z 87“) 572 exp (z 87“) ,
pl = —sin 9 cos [exp(i2> — HO} —

or

. cosﬁcoswg_sinwi 2
! r 09  rsind Oy P\ )

1)

p? = —sin ¥siny [exp<i£) — Ho] —
or
. Cosﬁsinwi_'_ cos i g
! r 99 rsind O P\ "ar )

0 sind 0 0
/\3 _ - 2 _ T - Y
p cos [exp (z 7") HO] +1 " exp (z 7")'

They play the role of inner derivatives in relevant differential calculi. These
operators mutually commute

[ﬁuﬂﬁy]zoﬂ /‘L7I/:071’273' (22)

But the corresponding differentials of the coordinate functions do not com-
mute with the coordinate functions themselves. For the details we refer the reader
to [8,9]. Note that the integration in the second formula in (20) is carried over
with the Euclidean volume element dr.

The common eigenfunctions of p* are (r|p) (13)

pH(r|p) = p"(r|p), (23)

from which we conclude that the «plane waves» (13) indeed describe the free
relativistic motion with definite value of the 4-momentum. The Relativistic
Schrodinger Equation (RSE) arising here belongs to the deformed (noncommuta-
tive) differential calculus [4,9] (cf. [13,14]). This is a new realization of the Lie
algebra of the Euclidean group which we discussed in Introduction.

Operators p* identically satisfy the relativistic relation between energy and
momentum (1). Important is also to note that these operators solve the problem
of «extracting the root square» in the relation p* = /p? + m2c2:

P’ (xlp) = p°(x|p) = V/p? + m2c2 (r|p). (24)
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In the nonrelativistic limit,

2

~ p h
Ip| < me, Pozmc‘f'%, > (25)

relativistic plane waves (r|p) transfer to usual plane waves

0
_ B . mc p —pn ~
<r|p>exp{ (1+zrh)ln<7mc >]
2
gexp[—(1—1—2’7"%)111(1—%—1—2771;)262—|—...>}g

~ exp <z i gn)) — exp (z %) . (26)

The wave function of the particle can be expanded in the Fourier integral in
the relativistic plane waves

vl) = 557z [ lp) w(p) A, @7

(2)

Particles are localized in the relativistic configurational space in a usual sense.
The position operator I in r-representation acts on a wave function in a usual way

r(r) = ry(r). (28)
The eigenfunctions ¥, (r) of T corresponding to the eigenvalue ry are 1)y, (r) =

d(r — rg) so that
F1hey (r) = rihy, - (1). (29)

Eigenfunctions corresponding to different eigenvalues, i.e., the states localized at
different points ry and 1, are orthogonal

/ rotodr = 5(F — To), (30)

which is the usual localization condition in the new relativistic configurational space.

1. ONE-DIMENSIONAL RELATIVISTIC QUANTUM MECHANICS
In the one-dimensional case, the Lobachevsky space is a hyperbola:
py—p* =1, 31)
and the relativistic plane wave is the exponent

(x|p) z(po—p)_l =X _oo <z < 00, (32)
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where x is the relativistic coordinate, x is rapidity:

po = coshy, p=sinhy,

x = In(po + p) = rapidity, —oo < x < o0, (33)
d
0, = L = dy.
Po

We use the unit system, in which & = ¢ = m = 1. The wave function ¢ (z) is
connected with its momentum space counterpart by Fourier transformation

1 o0
o= / 4, (/) (p). (34)

The plane waves obey the following orthogonality and completeness conditions:

or [ (@) i lple’) = 3o~ o),

oo

or [ ble) d, (e} = 8x - )

The free Hamiltonian and the momentum are a finite-difference operators:
d d
o =coshi——, p sinhi——
The plane wave (z|p) obeys the free finite-difference RSE equation:

(Ho — po)(z|p) = 0. (35)

We can write Eq. (35) in the «nonrelativistic» form, using the simple relation of
the hyperbolic trigonometry, the «half-rapidity relation»:

coshy = 1 + 2sinh? %

The operator of free relativistic kinetic energy takes the form (we restore for the
time being the dimensional quantities)

hod k2
ho = 2mc? sinh? L Hy — ch, (36)
2mcdxr  2m
where the corresponding momentum operator was introduced

k = —2me sinh ﬂ d

. X
—, k=2 h =. 37
o da mc sin > (37)
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The RSE takes the form:

(h —e)y(z) =0, (38)
where R
k2 k2

In this form, RSE is indistinguishable with nonrelativistic Schrédinger equa-
tion, until the explicit form of the momentum operator is fixed. Obviously, in
nonrelativistic limit we have

h d?

ho -
- 2m dx?

(40)

2. THE NONRELATIVISTIC FACTORIZATION METHOD

One of the most important integrable cases of usual Schrodinger equation
is the linear oscillator problem. We shall construct the relativistic Hamiltonian
corresponding to this important nonrelativistic problem and see that there are
several ways to do that. It is impossible to introduce the notion of the elastic
forces in the relativistic configurational space. We shall proceed by analogy,
trying to restore all important features of the nonrelativistic quantum mechanical
linear oscillator properties:

1. The integrability. In particular, this property of nonrelativistic oscilla-
tor is reflected in factorizability of Hamiltonian. This will be exploited by us
intensively.

2. The correct nonrelativistic limit.

3. The symmetry. We shall require the existence of both kinds of the symme-
try: the symmetry of the Hamiltonian and the dynamical symmetry. Of course, it
is obvious from the beginning that in the relativistic case these symmetries must
be in some sense generalized. We see that in our case the «generalization» means
going over to the g-deformed groups SU,(2) and SU,(1,1) with ¢ given by (66).
By other words, the relativization = g-deformation.

4. The existence of some generalization of the symmetry between the coordi-
nates and momenta, which in the nonrelativistic case follows from the explicitly
symmetric Hamiltonian:

P2 2
Hnonrel - ;Q (41)
2
Let us consider the nonrelativistic one-dimensional Hamiltonian
1 d?
H = + V(x) 42)

2da?
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with the positive-definite ground state wave function
Po(x) = e @ >0 (43)

and the lowest energy level Ej
Hvo(z) = Eotpo(x). (44)

We can express V(x) in terms of p(z) and Ejy:

2
D
Now Hamiltonian can be written in the factorized form
H—-—FEy=a"a", (46)
where
at = % ( % d/;(xa:)) = :F% ei”(x)% etr(@), 47)
The commutator of the creation and annihilation operators
a*a7] = L2 (48)

is simply a function of 2 and does not contain the derivative operator as a™,a~
themselves do. We stress that in general case the commutator of two first-order
differential operators is the differential operator of the second order. The absence
of the derivatives in the right-hand side of (48) is the consequence of the specific
construction (47) and, of course, of the Leibnitz rule for differentiation operation:

h@ b = (F1@) A0+ 6@ (Lh@). @

The harmonic oscillator case is singled out. In this case, the right-hand side
of (48) is not a function of x; but a constant w, the frequency of oscillator:

[a+, a_] = const = w. (50)

The p(z) takes the form

pla) = L2 = T (51)
and at, a” are

<:F—+wx> :;L(pj:iwx). 52)
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The Hamiltonian H could be written in different forms:

1
H = §{a+,a_} =aata” +(1-a)a at + (2a—1)Ey=aa" — Ep,
(33)
Ey = 5 @ arbitrary number.
The fact of integrability of the oscillator problem is reflected in commutation
relations of the creation and annihilation operators with the Hamiltonian [5,7,16]:

[H,at] =wat, [H,a™]=—wa . (54)

The relations (54) give us the simple way for constructing the spectrum and the
eigenvectors of Hamiltonian H. If ¥ is an eigenvector of H (HV = EW), the
functions a™W¥ and a~ ¥ (provided that they are nonzero and belong to L2(R))
and the new eigenvectors corresponding to the eigenvalues £ 4+ w and E — w are,
respectively,

(55)

In fact, the integrability is not strictly connected with commutators in left-
hand sides of (54). Suppose we have instead of (54) some other linear combination
of Ha™ and a™ H of the form

AHat — BaTH = wa™. (56)

Obviously, this relation could be used for the constructing the higher and lower
eigenvectors of the Hamiltonian in the same way as (54) was used in (55). Of
course, the spectrum of the Hamiltonian will be different. We shall have such a
situation when we consider the factorization in the relativistic case. The Leibnitz
rule for the finite-difference calculus is different from (49) and we shall see that
integrability of the relativistic oscillator problem is provided by the relation of
the type (56) rather than (55). Ultimately, this will lead us to the deformed
symmetries for the relativistic oscillator [5].

3. THE RELATIVISTIC OSCILLATOR

Let ¢o(x) be the ground state wave function; and eq, the lowest energy level
in Eq. (38). We introduce the relativistic creation and annihilation operators ( [5])

i d
AF = Fiv2a(z) et sinh %% eFr@), (57)
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The difference between (47) and (57) is originated from the different Leibnitz
rules for the finite-difference operators as compared with the differential one (49):

snh 344 (1(0)- fo(e)) = (sinh 55 1(0)) (cosh 55 a(o)) +

i d i d
+ (cosh%%fl (x)) (sinh %%fg(l‘)) ,
‘ . ‘ (58)
cosh %% (f1(z) - fa(2)) = (COSh %%fl (x)) <cosh%%f2(x)> +

+ <sinh % %fl (x)) <sinh %%fz (x)) .

This new Leibnitz rules naturally suggest a new construction — the «g(z)-
mutator»:

[A7, At gy = A7 " AT — AT o704,

(59)
q(z) = @),
In the explicit form
SRR ) id i id
(A7, ATy = 5 OXP <2dx> a(z) sinh Z(z) exp <2dx +
+ exp <—%%) a(z) sinh Z(z) exp <—%%) -
id . id
—exp (5 %) a(x) sinh (Z(x) + ZpS/Q(x)) exp (—§%> _
—exp (—2L) @) inh (Z(x) = 2ps/a(x)) ex L4 (60)
exp | —5—— | alz) s x ps/2(@)) exp (5|,
where the following notations were introduced:
Z(x) = 2p(x) + a(x) — 2p¢ (),
(61)

' d .
ps(z) = sinh %% (z), pg(x) = cosh E_x (z).

The right-hand side of (60) is much more complicated than the right-hand
side of the commutator of the nonrelativistic creation and annihilation operators
at and a= (48). We see that the condition that there are no finite-difference
differentiations in the right-hand side of (59) is:

Z(z) = 0. (62)
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This gives us the relation connecting ¢(z) and p(z). For Z(x) = 0, we have

_ ) .
[A™, A*]y(z) = —a(x) sinh 3T [a(x) sinh (2ps/2(x))] - (63)
Again, following the example of the nonrelativistic oscillator, we wonder whether
it is possible that the expression in the right-hand side of (63) is equal to a
constant as it was in the case of the nonrelativistic oscillator (see (50)):

[A_,A"']q(z) = const. (64)

This means that we shall consider (64) as an equation for p(z). The remarkable
fact is that this problem is solvable, the solution coincides with the nonrelativistic
p(z) (51) and obviously does not depend on the velocity of light.

The factor a(x) defined from (64) is equal to

1

The a(x) and ¢(z) (see (59)) are now constants:

a(x) = _%7 (I(x) :Const:q:exp (_%) ,
or in dimensional units
wh ©6)
1 P dme? )’

and instead of the g(x)-mutator we have the g-mutator (cf. [22-25])
[A7, ATy =qA AT —q TAT A", (67)
and this g-mutator is equal to a constant

[A=, A*], = 2(¢"" — q) = 4sinh %. (68)

The operators A* can be calculated now in an explicit form

i d i d
AT = +iV2 exp (:I:%) <sinh %% F itan% Cosh%%> =

1 wz?\ wx?
— +— | D -
ﬂFﬁeXp( 5 ) eXp( 5 ) (69)

2i i id
——————— sinh ——.
cos wx/2 2dx

where

D= (70)
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The Hamiltonian of the relativistic oscillator has the form [5]
~ 1 1 .
h=S{A7, AT}, = 5 (g A7 AT +q7147A7) =2 (T2 — cosh %) RGN

where

. 1 1 d
e cosh oL = N2 72
cos wr /2 OModr 1 ’ (72)

and operator N, the analog of the occupation number, was introduced. In [5],
relations (72) between Hamiltonian operator (71), finite-difference operator T and
the «occupation number operator» N were established. It was also shown (see
also [23]) that the eigenvalues of N are equal to 0,1, 2,... The g-mutator of the
creation operator A" with the Hamiltonian reflects the integrability property of
the problem considered

(AT, hlgr = (¢* — g AT (73)
The solution of the oscillator RSE
h¥(z) = e¥(z) (74)
corresponding to the nth energy level e = e,, has the form
2
U, (z) = exp (—%) b (z), (75)

where h,,(z) are relativistic Hermite polynomials. We refer the reader for the
details to [5] and write down here only the necessary relations for the h,,.
e The Rodrigues formula:

. 1 2 A
hn+1(x) = Rhn(fﬁ) = <ﬁ> ewxz De*quQ hn(x) (76)
It could be easily seen that operator R acting on arbitrary polynomial of nth
degree gives a polynomial of n + 1-th degree.

e The connection of the relativistic Hermite polynomials with the g-Hermite
polynomials H,,(z|q) (cf. [17-21]) is given by

4\ "/ _n(ntl) . wT —w)2
hn(x) = | — g 1 H, (sm — |q) , g=e i 77
w 2
e The finite-difference equation:
N 1/2
K hy(z) = exp [W] hn (), (78)

where

2 2
K =exp (%) T exp (—%) . (79)
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4. THE INHOMOGENEOUS LATTICE, DOUBLE PERIODICITY
OF RELATIVISTIC HAMILTONIAN AND ORTHOGONALITY
CONDITIONS

We defined the factor «(x) as the solution of equation (64), but it is important
to stress that it coincides with the characteristic lattice factor coming from the
general theory of polynomials of the discrete variables (see [16]). It was shown
in the theory of relativistic oscillator [5] that the wave functions, as the solutions
of the finite-difference RSE, are expressed in terms of the relativistic Hermite
polynomials with characteristic dependence on the lattice argument sin wz/2. On
the other hand, it was stressed in ( [5]) that h,,-s are g-generalizations of the usual
Hermite polynomials (see [18-20] and references therein). The explicit form of
the natural argument of the relativistic Hermite polynomials is defined by the
lattice. In other words, it is the lattice, which indicates the specific change of
variables in finite-difference RSE for generalized Hermite polynomials.

In usual differential calculus, changing the argument of the function

f(z) = f(s(x)), (80)
we have the following formula for the derivative in the new argument:
d df /d
& _ dfjde (81)
ds ds/dx
Analogous formula for finite-difference differentiation has the form:
.1 d
d sinh —— f(s(x))
sinh = f(z) = 2 da . (82)
2de sinh ~ is(x)
2dx
Taking into account that
Lot d L wr . w wzx
sinh — — sin — = 7 sinh — cos (83)

2 dz 2 4 20

we convince that (70) is indeed the finite-difference differentiation operator in
terms of lattice variable sin wz /2.

Another important feature of RSE is that in the theory of relativistic oscillator,
the lattice factor a(z) is also connected with the cutting factor of the oscillatory

. . 2
wave function or the ground state wave function e~(“#7)/2 We see

 d 1
cosh 1% e~ (Wr)/2 _ qw/8 oo w_2x e~ (we*)/2 W oW /2, (84)
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We see now clearly that lattice plays nontrivial role in the finite-difference rela-
tivistic quantum mechanics. But this is only the beginning of the story.

Maybe the most difficult problem connected with this change of variables
in finite-difference RSE is to understand the role which plays the periodicity of
the argument of relativistic Hermite polynomials sin wxz/2. In particular, this
problem is reflected in the orthogonality condition for the wave functions of the
relativistic oscillator (75).

This orthogonality condition is written as
o0

[ e o) ) = B (85)
where
—wn? wx
w1 (z) =e % cos =,
(86)
m™1/2 (8\" w( N, @,
JIn = (;) <;) exp {g (n +n— 5)} Hsmh ek

In fact, equation (85) is not the orthogonality relation, because the quantity
cos wx/2 is not positively definite and could not be considered as a measure.
At the same time, the consideration of the infinite interval is necessary from the
physical point of view, because this interval is one-dimensional physical space in
which the Schrédinger equation is written. There is obvious contradiction between
the probabilistic interpretation of the wave function in full physical space and the
explicit form of the exact solutions of the Schrodinger equation. On the other
hand, in the theory of the g-polynomials (see [18-20] and references therein) the
orthogonality condition is written as integral over the finite interval (—7/w, 7/w)
(where cos wz/2 is positive definite)

T/ w

/ hn(JT) hm (J)) H2 (J?) dr = 5nm JIn (87)
—7/w

with different well-defined measure:
_ . 747r2/w —wx? wx _
pa(x) = Oy (2mx, e ) e cos —= =

—o, (zm, 674”2/“’) (), (88)

where ©4(2miz, e=47° /%) is the theta-function [19].

Trying to understand the role of the inhomogeneous lattice s(z) = sin wz/2,
the nature of the change of variables (80), and the related problem of the orthog-
onality condition for the relativistic Hermite polynomial, we consider the peri-
odicity properties of the Hamiltonian (71) for the relativistic oscillator and the
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corresponding properties of the oscillator wave functions. The Hamiltonian (71)
has two different periodicity properties:

1. The First Periodicity Property. The step of finite-difference RSE (38) (as
well as the step in the free equation (74)) is equal to i/2. This means that any
function a(x), periodical with the period i/2, i.e.,

a (m + %) = o(z) (89)

«is a constant in respect to RSE». In other words, if ¢)(z) is the solution of RSE,
then a(x) ¢(x) is also the solution of the same equation. The step of difference
operators D (70), T (72), and K (79) also equals i/2.

2. The Second Periodicity Property. The Hamiltonian (71) is periodic opera-
tor, with the period 27 /w:

X 9 . ) .
h{z+ —ﬂ, cosh ii h { z, cosh ii . (90)
w 2 dx T

The operators D (70), T (72), and K (79) are quasi-periodic in respect to
shifts by 27 /w:

. 2T . i d S . 1 d
D (m + U,smh §£> =-D <$751nh 5%) ) on
. 27 i d ~ i d
T (x—l— :,Cosh 55) =-T (J%COSh §_dx> ) 92)
R ot i d N i d
K<x+;,cosh §%> K(»”UaCOSh 5%) ©3)

These periodicity properties of the oscillator RSE are very important. They
actually define the characteristic inhomogeneous lattice s(z) = sin wx/2, the
specific dependence on this variable of the relativistic Hermite polynomials, the
form of orthogonality conditions described earlier and the connection of the theory
considered with O-functions.

The periodicity properties of the Hamiltonian are reflected in the measures
w1 (z) and po(x) and relativistic Hermite polynomials h,,(x):

1.

2T
m ("”“ - E) = e e (o), (94)

2. The theta-function is quasi-doubly-periodic function of x [19]

2
Oy <27TZ' (x + —ﬂ—) ’ e47T2/uJ> — _eimw gin® fw (Ch (271’2""57 674”2/00) . (95)
w
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: i d . —47r2/w _
sinh <=6 (271'23:, e ) —0. (96)

We write the i-periodicity condition (96) for ©4(2wiz, e4m*/ “) in the form,
emphasizing that it is a «constant» in the finite-difference analysis:

o (x + %”) — a(2), ©7)

h, (x n %”) = (—1)"hn(2). 98)

The periodicity property (97) is the consequence of (94), (95) and defini-
tion (88). It is important that the multiplier in the quasi-periodicity property of
cut-off factor e—w="/2 (75), defining the behavior of the oscillator’s wave function
at infinity, is just inverse of the quasi-periodicity multiplier of the theta-function.

Now we shall derive the orthogonality condition for the relativistic Hermite
polynomials (87), using the RSE (74), its periodicity properties and well-known
properties of the theta-function [19]. Let us rewrite equation (78) in the form

exp (n +41/2w> Yn(x) cos ? = cosh %% Y (). (99)
We introduce the /2 — periodic functions
Mz, w) = ﬁ (1 —exp [—ﬁ@n - 1)] e:F4”> (100)
n=1 w
and transfer to new wave functions
Pn(r) = Az, w) Yn (), (101)
On(2) = M=2,w) Yu(2). (102)

The A-functions transform under the z — x + 27/w as follows:

_ 4% /w jArx
A ((x + 2—7T> ,w) Y (103)
w (

1 — edn?/w e47r;c)

2 2
A (— (a: + %) ,w) = (1 —etm /v 64”) A=z, w). (104)

The new wave functions (101) and (102) obey the same equation (99) for
initial wave function ¢ (x), because the i-periodic functions A(+z,w) could be
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inserted under the sign of the finite-difference differentiation in that equation.

We have
n+1/2 wz i d
n = h - — n ’ 1
p( 1 w) ¢n(x) cos 5 = cosh o — ¢n(x) (105)
m+1/2 \ ~ wx id ~
m = h — m . 1
exp ( 1 w) ¢m(x) cos 5 = cosh o — Om () (106)

Multiplying the first equation from the left by (102), the second one by (101),
subtracting the second expression from the first one and integrating in the limits
(—7/w, 7/w), we come to the following relation:

(exp (2”; 1w) —exp (Zm; 1w)> 7 o () P () pi2 () dz =

—7/w
T/ w
=Gg! / Oy (2772'3:, 674”2/“’) Rym(z,w), (107)
—7/w

where

—wz? id —wi”
R, 0) = e~/ (hn@) cosh £ L e 2 ()

i d
—hm(x) cosh %% oW’ /2 hn(x)) . (108)
The following relation was used [19]:

04 (2m’x, e*4’f2/W) = GA\(z,w) A(~a, w), (109)

o 2
G:H(1—exp(—8”w”>). (110)
n=1

The orthogonality condition for the relativistic Hermite polynomials in the
form (87) will be proved, if we show that for n # m the right-hand side of (107)
vanishes. For n — m odd, it is obvious due to the relation [5]

ho(—2) = (=1)"hn(2). (111)

For n — m even, the only way is to use the finite-difference analogue of the
partial integration, which is valid only for infinite limits of integration [5]. Let
us consider the integral

where

e}

J= /Rmn(x)dx. (112)

—0o0
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We can represent it as the sum
2m/w(k+1/2)
J= > / Ry () d. (113)
=700 o fw(k—1/2)
Changing the variable of integration in the kth integral

2k
r—xr+—,
w

we come to the expression

T/ w
> 2km
= nm — | duz. 114
J k; / R <x+ w) p (114)
)

It is easy to verify that R,,,,(x,w) obeys the following quasi-periodicity condition:
2k , 42 k>
Rym <x + —W,w> = (=1)kFe ok oxp <— T
w

Substituting this to (114) and using the relation

R oo 4 21.2
0, (27ria:, o4 /“) = 3 (-DFfexp (— ok ) e dmak (116)

) Ry (z,w).  (115)

W w
we come to required equality
7w )
/ Oy (27ria:, e_4”2/“) Rom(z,w) = / Ry (z,w)dz. (117)
—r/w “0

As was shown in [5], for n # m, the integral in right-hand side vanishes. Closing
this section, it is worthwhile to stress that the doubly-periodicity properties of the
oscillator RSE and the existence of two different orthogonality conditions (85)
and (87) can have an interesting physical sense. The relation (117) shows that
the essential part of the oscillator wave function is accumulated (confined) in a

small region

A:(—”—C,W—C). (118)

W w

Let us call it the confinement area. The wave function normalization integral (=1,
the full probability) is saturated on this interval. This means that particle must be
confined in this area. The values of wave function outside the confinement area
could be obtained by periodicity, but there is no probabilistic interpretation of the
relativistic wave function in all physical space (—oo < z < o0). We stress also
that it is easily seen from (118) that in nonrelativistic limit the confinement area
coincides with all physical space and all effect disappears.
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5. DIFFERENT FACTORIZATIONS

The remarkable property of the nonrelativistic oscillator is the symmetry of
its Hamiltonian (41) under the substitution

p = rw. (119)

In the relativistic case, the existence of this symmetry is not evident. Let us
consider together with A® another couple of operators B* introduced by the
following relations (for comparison we write them down together with A%):

Bt = 257qN/2&+’ AT = 257(]7N/2d+7

(120)
B~ =+/20_a"¢"?, A" =\/26_a ¢ N/?,
where
oo =qt—q. (121)
Operator N is given by (72). The ¢g-mutators of A* and B* are
[B~,BY|,-1=q¢ 'B " B"—¢BtB” =26_, (122)
[A= AT, =qA At —qg P ATA™ =25, (123)
The operators AT and BT are connected by the relations
Bt =¢V AT, BT =A"q", (124)
i 2 i d i d
At = :I:Lejw/8 cos 2L ginh L & F i sin ©% cosh + 2 ,
cos (wx/2) 2 2 dx 2 2 dx
. . ; (125)
f_ V2 s (o 9T L i 9% osn £
BT ==F P cos2smh2dx:Fzsm2cosh2x .

cosh ——

2 dx

The lattice factor for the operators B, which are inverse operators with
respect to cosh (i/2)(d/dx), is better understood if we transfer to the conjugated
x-representation. Using (34) we can pass to conjugated variables (rapidities) in
which the operators B* take the form

iV 2 i d
Bt = :FZhL/2 X7 /20 ginh %d— oFX* /20 (126)
cosh y X

The Hamiltonian for the creation and annihilation operators B* has the form

1 1
ho = 5{B", BT}y = 5(a7 BT BT +qBTET). (127)
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It could be easily seen that Hamiltonians (71) and (127) are not symmetric in
respect to interchange (119). But now it is easy to find the symmetric Hamiltonian
for the relativistic oscillator. It has the form (cf. [24])

1 1
hs=={a",at}==(a"a" +ata") =
2 2
1 1
= (A B"4+A™TB)=—(B AT+ BTA"). (12
¢ + ) =15 + ). (128)

We see that there are different possibilities to obtain factorized relativistic os-
cillator Hamiltonians. The origin of this fact lies in the finite-difference character
of the relativistic momentum operator (37). Indeed, let us return for a moment to
the nonrelativistic QM. The free energy operator is the second derivative which
can be splitted in two factors by only one way, if we do not consider the fractional
degrees of differentiation operators:

p? 1 d? 1 d d
HO = — = —— = — — J— PR .
2m 2m dx? 2m \ dx dx
In the relativistic case, the free Hamiltonian is the finite-difference operator
given by (36). Using the definition of the hyperbolic function sinh z:

b4 1 (A _ (_id
ST T 2\ TP\ 9w ) TP\ T

and the relation

i d
o (i%) (elp) = €™/ (alp),

we can write the free RSE in different forms:

2
(1 — exp (—i%)) (z|p) = 2 X sinh? %<x|p>, (129)

2
(1 — exp (z%)) (x|p) =2e7X sinh? %(Jﬂp), (130)

(1 — exp <z%)> <1 — exp (—i%)) (z|p) = —2sinh? §<x|p>. (131)

It is easily seen that (129)-(131) exhaust all the possibilities because we always
must have in the left-hand side a term which does not contain the sift operators
ei(d/dz) et us consider the case (129). Acting by analogy with Sec.2, we
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introduce the operators

) d
N = L e—r3(@) (1 exp —ii er1 (@)
V2 dx

and construct the ¢(z)-mutator, which has no shift operators ¢*(¢/%) in its right-
hand side. This is achieved by matching the p;(z) and a(x). If we require that
the right-hand side of this ¢(z)-mutator is a constant (the oscillator case), we
obtain again the g-mutator rather than ¢(x)-mutator and can define p;(z). In fact,
the subscripts of the exponents p;(x) stand for presence of imaginary parts of
these functions. The linear parts of these exponents play here the role analogous
to a(x) of Sec.2 and are connected with lattice, which in turn is bound to the
quadratic real part of p;(x). This function is the same for all i-s and coincides
with p(x) of (51).

So the function e”:(*) must be understood as the product of the ground state
wave function and analogue of the lattice factor a(x). From the dimensional
considerations, the requirement of having correct nonrelativistic limit, and the
fact that term (mwz?)/2h does not contain the velocity of light, we can conclude
that p;(z) have the form

(132)

2
pi(z) = % +iG, (133)

where (; are some constants which we must define.
Again we construct the ¢(x)-mutator (cf. (59))
(™0™ iy = 1" @@ =g (@) (134)

This is rather long expression
- .t 1 PL+pPa—p2—pP3[n—a a
[77 1 ]q(m)zae [e —¢€ ]_
—p3 . d P1 o0 p1 . d —p3 o= | opa(@)—p2(z)
— e Pexp | i JeMet —efexp | —i e e e —

— eP1(@)=ps(x) | opa exp —ii e e —e Pexp —ii ePe | +
dx dx

d d
+e Piexp | —i— |e” TPl exp [ —i— | e7P2—
dx dx

d d
—eflexp | —i— |e P P e %exp | —i— | . (135)
dx dx
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As we wish to have a constant in the right-hand side of (134), it is clear that the
first term in (135) is a constant different from zero, and all other terms (containing
the shift operators e~*(4/d%) or ¢=2i(d/d%)y myst vanish. We have from the first
part of this statement

a(z) = const (136)
and
p1(z) + pa(z) — p2(z) — p3(z) = 0.
or, taking into account (133),

G +C—G¢—¢=0. (137)

Terms containing e *? and e~ 29 must cancel separately. Inserting in these
conditions the explicit expressions for p;(z) from (133) we obtain equations
connecting a and (;:

20+2w=(G+G—C—G), 2a=(G—C), 2a=(G-C) (138

Equation (138) involves (137). Excluding (; and (4 and introducing new notations
iw£ = _CQa WK = 437

we come to the resulting expressions for n*

nt = % exp {WTCBQ —dzw(2 +§)} [1 — exp <—z%>} exp (—waQ + z’xw§> ,

(139)
T = —LeX _w_a:2 —izwk| |1 —ex —ii ex w—xz—l—ixw@—l—ﬁ)
TR T P\ )| 7P | 2 '
If we require that (77ﬂE)Jr =T, then £ = K, and we have
P d ,
77+:% e~ wz(£+2) [1 — exp (z?) exp (—z%> exp (z%)] et
(140)

C d ‘
no=- %eﬂ“’zf {1 — exp (—z%) exp (—z%) exp (—z%)] eiwr(E+2),

In this case, the value of ¢ is

02
Il
@
€
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The g-mutator is

0ty =ann"—a n'n =
1/~ ~—1
=e“n T —e Ty = 3 (q - q ) = sinh w.

Another couple of the creation and annihilation operators v+ comes out if we
start with the free Hamiltonian in the form (131):

v+ %exp [—¢(2+ <)%} «
1o (<) e (520 ) o (—15) | e (i1 )
v = e (icq ) »

<1 e (<) exp (it Y exp (—i22) | e [z - 2.

The value of ¢ is

X

and the ¢g-mutator is

-1 ~

[V ] =0 v Tyt—dny

q
1/~ ~—1
=e Yyt —e¥yTyT = 3 (q —-q ) = sinh w.
The relation between n* and 4 is similar to the relation between A and
BT and realizes the symmetry between coordinates and momenta. For & = 0,

operators 1+ coincide with finite-difference creation and annihilation operators b
and b introduced in [23] (see there relations (30) and (31)).

6. DIMENSIONAL QUANTITIES

Trying to understand how deformations are related to physical objects, it is
very instructive to analyze the dimensional quantities entering into the theory.
The deformation parameter ¢ is dimensionless. At the same time, we expect it
to have physical meaning, i.e., ¢ must depend on the dimensional parameters of
the theory considered. This means that different parameters (at least two) of the
same dimensionality must be inherent in the theory, entering into the operators,
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wave functions, etc. That could be the quantities of any dimensionality. Here, for
us it is most natural to consider the lengthes. For example, the ¢ plane structure

XY =qvVX (142)

could be realized by simple operators
d z/B A/B
X =exp A% , Y=&%", gqg=e¢e , (143)

where A and B are constants of the dimension of length.
In the case of nonrelativistic oscillator, we have only one quantity of the
dimension of length:
h

I=1/—. (144)
mw

And there is no possibility for a structure like (142), (143) to arise in this case.
Transferring to the relativistic theory we acquire another (second) length, the
Compton wave length of the particle:

Ao = — (145)
me
and obviously an infinite number of quantities of the same dimensionality of
length which could be constructed from (144) and (145). For us important will
be the quantity
R 146
=== (146)

As we see, the typical objects of the finite-difference RQM are (37) or

o th d
«p [ — =
P 2me dx

and «lattice objects»:

. wx wx WT
sin —, cos —, or exp (z—) .
2c 2c 2c
We can consider the relations like (142), (143) with
. . 9
Ao g 2 o
2mce 2 w

g =eMB = e/ — oy = wh .
4mc?

So the g-plane structure is inherent in this theory from the beginning.
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It is instructive to write down the spectra, corresponding to Hamiltonians

h (71), hp (127) and h, (128), notations are evident, dimensional quantities were
restored:

O 0 N N L AW N

18.

19.
20.

en = 2mc? (exp <2n2— L Z—Z) — cosh 4:;;) , (147)

enp = 2mc? <— exp (— 2712— ! :;—Z) + cosh 4:;22> , (148)

ens = 20k 0 ifﬂ?;%gcg 1/2) (149)
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