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The Multi-Purpose Detector (MPD) is the main experiment of the NICA complex, which is
currently under construction at JINR, Dubna. With collisions of heavy ions in the collider and the
fixed-target modes, the MPD detector will cover the energy range \/syy = 2.4—11 GeV to scan
the high baryon-density region of the QCD phase diagram. The main physics objectives of the
MPD experiment are to look for the critical end-point and the first-order phase transition predicted
to occur in that region. The commissioning of the MPD detector with cosmic rays and beams
is expected to start in 2025. A rich physics program, which includes study of light hadron and
(hyper)nuclei production, measurements of fluxes, correlations and fluctuations, will begin with
the first collected data sets. We review the status of the MPD experiment and discuss its operation
details with the first beams.

MtHorouenesoit nerektop (MPD) siBasietrcs oCHOBHBIM 3KcrmepuMeHTOM Ha Kommyekce NICA,
npefHa3HAYeHHBIM [J15 U3yUeHHsl CTOJKHOBEHHH TSKEJBIX PeJsATUBUCTCKUX snep. C HCIoNb30BaHU-
€M CTOJIKHOBEHHH BCTPEUHbIX MYUKOB Sil€p, a TakKe CTOJKHOBEHHH Ha (DUKCHPOBAHHOH MHILEHH
netektop MPD 6yner oxBaTbiBaTh AHMana3oH sHeprui /sy = 2,4—11 ['3B, uTo mo3BOMUT U3y4nTh
006./1aCTh BBICOKOU GapHOHHOU MIOTHOCTH (paszoBoil auarpamMmbl KXJ[. OcHOBHBIMH (DU3HUECKUMHU Iie-
JasiMu skcriepuMeHTa MPD aBJsroTCSl TOMCK KPUTHUECKOH TOUKH M TTIOMCK (PA30BOT0O MEPexosia MnepBo-
ro pona. Beon B akcnsyatauuio petekropa MPD ¢ ucnosnb3oBaHHEM KOCMUYECKHX Jyded M MYYKOB
HoHOB oxunaercs B 2025 r. Peanusauus ¢uanueckoil mporpaMmbl SKCIepHUMeHTa, BKAKYALIEH H3y-
YyeHHe POXKIEHHUs JIETKUX afipOHOB U (THmep)sifep, U3MepeHHe MOTOKOB, KOPPensiuuil U (aAyKTyalui,
HayHeTCs C TMOJyueHHeM IMePBBIX SKCIepUMEHTaNbHbIX AaHHBEIX. [IpencTaB/ieH TeKyIIMH CTAaTyC 3KC-
nepumenta MPD, u o6cyxpaioTrcs fetanu ero paboThl ¢ MePBLHIMU My4YKaMH.
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